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through the centuries.  Possessed themselves of the earth
from Lahore to London,   They have pushed the weaker
tribes from pillar to post, from dales to deserts.   From
the Pamirs southwards the tableland is flanked on the
east by a tangle of lofty mountains*   This mountainous
wall is pierced by a few rough and tough passes, sen-
tinelled by everlasting snow.   Through these gateways
of nature, the sweeping tides of invaders found their
path.   The eastern mountain belt is the homeland of
the hardiest of the Pathan group of tribes*   It is very
difficult to bring these hill clans within the pale of law*
The Durand Line is the Indo-Afghan boundary*   It
was settled in 1894 by agreement between Ka"bul and
Delhi.   Shorn of the Indus Valley and its mountainous
hinterland, the   Afghan   Government  nurses a per-
petual grudge against the British.   Not only that.   The
country is landlocked as a result of the British appro-
priation of the maritime province of Baluchistan.   In
the words of the great Amir Abdur Rahman it pointed a
pistol at the heart of Afghanistan,

The Frontier  Province extends  to the Suleiman
mountains  and  the  Gumal   Pass in the south.   To
Ckitrat and the Pamirs on the north*   The Kashmir
State is the eastern boundary.   The width of this strip
of territory averages fifty miles.   It has a million first-
class fighting men.   British influence so far has done
little to curb the wild freedom of the hills.   The origin
of the tribes is doubtful.   Legend connects them with
the fast tribes of Israel   They will not transmute the
hflly independence into ordered democracy.   Neverthe-
less, the tribes are democratic in the tenderest sense of
the word.   Among them equality rules supreme.   Even
though they have no government, they observe the letter
and the spirit of their code of honour. The Pathans have